
Bristol office

Simon Thomas 
Partner
T: 0345 209 1359
E: simon.thomas@clarkewillmott.com

“personable and practical, he gives us 
alternatives and thinks outside the box”
Chambers and Partners 2013

Simon specialises in a wide range of transactional matters 
(including mergers and acquisitions, public and private equity 
fund raisings and debt financings). Simon also provides general 
company law advice to businesses and their stakeholders, 
including advice on shareholder agreements, exit strategies and 
business succession.

Simon’s expertise includes working with SMEs and owner 
managed businesses as well as business entrepreneurs. He has 
a particular interest in the Sports sector.

Simon joined Clarke Willmott in 2003 from International “top 
ten” law firm Jones Day, having previously trained with a large 
national practice.

Simon is ranked in both the Legal 500 and Chambers legal 
directories for Corporate lawyers in the South West.

Our corporate team has successfully demonstrated over many 
years its ability to provide clients with a service that enables 
them to navigate through complex legal issues to achieve their 
goals and enhance the value of opportunities. Working with 
the other disciplines within the firm, we can:

• Reduce the risks facing sellers and buyers of businesses 
along the path to a successful sale or purchase.

• Advise on company ownership structures, including 
preparing articles of association, shareholder agreements 
and cross option agreements.

• Advise on specialist corporate finance solutions and  
funding options.

• Provide creative commercial solutions by adopting a 
proactive “business to business” no nonsense approach.

• Provide access to other specialist services through a network 
of professional contacts developed over a number of years.

• Prepare and advise on “heavyweight” commercial contracts 
such as long term supply agreements, outsourcing 
contracts, distribution agreements and the like.

Birmingham office

Andrew Beedham 
Partner 
T: 0345 209 1040 
E: andrew.beedham@clarkewillmott.com

“The ‘knowledgeable and experienced’ 
Andrew Beedham is recommended for 
his private equity and private company 
M&A work”
Legal 500

Andrew focuses on advising private companies, their owners, 
investors and debt funders on corporate and corporate finance 
transactions. He specialises in complex private company sales 
and purchases including management buy-ins, buy-outs and 
joint ventures. 

The businesses he advises range in size from entrepreneurial 
start-ups to global public companies, typically when those 
businesses are at a point of significant change. He has 
expertise and experience across a number of sectors including 
manufacturing, retail and technology.

Andrew is “highly rated for his private equity and joint venture 
work” (Legal 500 2012) and is known for his ability to steer and 
lead complex transactions to a successful conclusion with a 
mixture of technical skill, tact and good humour.

Before joining the firm Andrew was a senior lawyer with the 
venture capital company, 3i. He also has an MBA degree 
in addition to his legal qualifications. He particularly enjoys 
working with business owners to structure their businesses and 
maximise the opportunities for a successful sale.

Contacts for Corporate work
Corporate solutions for the St James’s Place Partnership
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Southampton office

Kelvin Balmont 
Partner
T: 0345 209 1563
E: kelvin.balmont@clarkewillmott.com

“first rate, practical and clear adviser”
Legal 500 2012

Described by Chambers (2013) as “Highly responsive”, Kelvin 
has more than ten years experience of advising companies 
and their owners on all types of corporate transactions and 
finance arrangements including acquisitions and disposals, joint 
ventures, start-ups, investments and restructurings.

He specialises in advising on all types of shareholder 
arrangements, drafting bespoke shareholder agreements, cross-
options, articles or association and investment documents. 

Kelvin has also advised on the acquisition and disposal of IFA 
practices.

Manchester office

Ed Foulkes 
Partner
T: 0345 209 1877
E: ed.foulkes@clarkewillmott.com

“His strength is his ability to disseminate 
complex legal matters into a language 
that clients understand, then to offer 
pragmatic commercial solutions.”
Corporate finance advisor

Ed has a number of clients in the financial services, IT, 
renewable energy and healthcare sectors, and also regularly 
acts on mergers and acquisitions of professional practices.

Described as “Reliable, accurate, efficient and prompt… a 
pleasure to work with” by a current client, Ed’s specialisms 
include mergers & acquisitions, corporate finance, buy-outs, 
joint ventures, restructuring, share schemes and commercial 
agreements. 

Ed regularly works closely with the owners of SME businesses 
and their advisers to help them structure their businesses in 
the most tax effective way in anticipation of future exits or the 
handing over of the business to the next generation.

Ed joined Clarke Willmott in July 2012 from corporate boutique 
Lockett Loveday McMahon.
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