
Specialist dental solicitors

The right legal advice when you 
need it most...

clarkewillmott.com Great service... Great people...



Facts taken from Christie & Co’s report ‘The Dental market in 2018’ and ‘Business bites - five years of rapid change in the dental 
sector’ by Simon Hughes as pubished on dentistry.co.uk
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Helen Wong, BA(Hons) Cantab, MA(Hons) Cantab, DPhil, MBE 
Partner
t:  07508 028 899 (Avaliable 24/7)
e: helen.wong@clarkewillmott.com

Specialist dental law solicitors
“In-depth knowledge. Responsive. Approachable.” Chambers UK

Our Healthcare team has over 50 lawyers with expertise in the key issues affecting businesses in the sector. We specialise in 
working with dental practices and provide our clients with strategically appropriate solutions to help guide them through all 
stages of the commercial life cycle. This includes buying and selling dental practices and all related commercial contracts. 

We have particular expertise in:

• Assisting clients in buying and selling assets or shares.

• Advising on some of the most essential and rapidly changing issues affecting the sector.

• Dealing with the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and NHS England.

• Negotiating all types of contracts including procurement, IT, media and supplier contracts.

• Property transactions including freehold, leasehold, licence, new build and development.

We also work with the full range of healthcare providers including doctors, pharmacists, vets and nursing care. We offer fixed 
fees and work around the clock to suit your schedule.

About Clarke Willmott LLP
Clarke Willmott LLP is a national law firm with seven offices across England and Wales. We invest time in developing 
relationships with our clients and are known for our high level of service, straightforward manner and transparent fee 
solutions. We work with an extensive client base of private businesses, sole traders, public bodies, high net worth individuals 
and charitable organisations, and advise on almost every aspect of the law.

Clarke Willmott has offices in Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, London, Manchester, Southampton and Taunton. The firm was 
established in the South West in 1888 and we are proud of our strong heritage. We now have over 650 lawyers and support 
staff, including over 100 partners, and have been awarded the Law Society’s Lexcel quality mark in recognition of our 
compliance and care standards.

Contact us
We would be delighted to help with any of your legal requirements. To learn more about how we can support you and your 
business, please contact Helen Wong.

Helen Wong specialises in buying and selling 
dental practices. She is also the author of the 
book, Doing Business After Brexit and has 
presented on how Brexit will impact the dentistry 
world. Helen was awarded the MBE in 2014 by 
Her Majesty the Queen. 
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We frequently provide the following support to members of the dental profession:

Corporate transactions 
• Advising and negotiating on the sale and purchase of dental practices (share sales and asset sales). We can help to 

negotiate: consideration, deferred consideration, retentions, net asset target calculations in share sales, warranties, 
indemnities and limitations on liability.

• Advising and negotiating on joint ventures.

• Advising on reorganisations. Personal dental service contracts (PDS) attract higher units of dental activity (UDA) than a 
general dental service contract (GDS) but cannot be sold. The PDS contract must be transfered into a GDS contract (by 
applying to the NHS) before a sale.

• Advising on finance documents.

• Liaising with banks, reviewing facility agreements and security documents.

Property 
• Advising on freehold or leasehold properties.

• Advising on assignments and sub-letting.

• Dealing with ancillary matters including landlord’s consent or licence to assign.

• NHS and CQC approvals and GDS contracts.

Regulatory law
• Liaising with the CQC regarding the process and compliance.

• Dealing with GDS contracts. 

Commercial contracts
Advising, drafting and negotiating on all types of commercial contracts including:

• Associate agreements. Where a principal dentist remains, we help negotiate their terms. This includes their remuneration 
and any restrictive covenants that they must adhere to.

• Partnership agreements and expense sharing arrangements.

• Data protection/General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

• Hygienist agreements. 

• Contract procurement including pre-qualification questionnaire (PQQ) and invitation to tender (ITT) stages.

How we can help you
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Litigation
Advising on:

• Commercial disputes.

• Defending against disciplinary sanctions by primary care trusts (PCT) and /or PCT ‘claw back'.

Private client law
Advising on:

• Divorce and family law.

• Wills, trusts and probate.

• Cross-option life insurance agreements.

Employment law
Advising on:

• Restrictive covenants.

• Contracts of employment.

• Statements of terms and conditions.

• Disciplinary procedures.

• Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) regulations (TUPE).

• Redundancy procedures.

• Tribunal claims, unfair dismissal, redundancy, discrimination. 



Examples of our work
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Share sale of Country Park Dental Practice 
Limited to Clacton Dental Care Limited

Asset sale of two NHS practices in Birmingham

Asset purchase of two NHS 
practices in Nottingham

Asset purchase of a private practice 
in Harley Street, London

Retained solicitor for the Spanish 
dental group Dentix 

Asset purchase by an associate currently 
working in the practice

Group sale of dental practices

Share purchase of a consortium of 
dental practices from Bupa
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What our clients say
“I would highly recommend Helen should you need a lawyer. 
She is knowledgeable, approachable and explains 
difficult legal concepts with simplicity and without 
jargon. She’s also one of the best problem solvers I have 
met and very commercially savvy, so much so that she 
helped me increase our sale price part way through the sale 
process.”

“Helen Wong was recommended to me because of her 
experience in dental, pharmacy and medical transactions. 
Helen has a deep understanding of the healthcare sector 
and in particular, dentists. Helen helped me sell my 
multiple practices and she was a pleasure to work 
with. She understands the regulatory process like the back 
of her hand and is a brilliant corporate lawyer. She led a team 
comprising of her property colleagues and Helen and team 
were extremely pro-active. Helen was the driver of the deal. 
She helped me to overcome problem after problem which 
arose in the sale process and kept me calm. I know that 
without Helen’s extremely hard working attitude 
and sheer persistence in addressing the other 
side’s requests, the deal would not have gone 
through. Helen was emailing at 6am, midnight, weekends 
and never stopped until the deal was done. I want to thank 
Helen for being so friendly, patient and excellent. If you are 
wanting a healthcare specialist, do not hesitate to contact 
Helen Wong.”

“Clarke Willmott’s Corporate, Employment and Property 
teams work together seamlessly and this approach is 
extremely helpful to not only our mutual clients but the 
whole process. It keeps things moving and ensures the deal 
doesn’t become stale. They are always available at short 
notice, ready to help and they spot the issues that may 
arise in the future. Some of our quickest and smoothest 
transactions have been delivered by Helen and her team. 
Helen is one of the leading lawyers in the healthcare sector. 
She is very experienced and excels at project managing 
multiple transactions. Helen listens and genuinely 
cares about her clients, is great at problem 
solving, works incredibly hard (responding at all 
hours and weekends!), is pro-active and drives the 
deals forward. It also helps that she is a pleasure to work 
with and we would not hesitate in recommending Helen to 
any of our clients.”

“Helen Wong is probably one of the most refreshing lawyers 
I have ever met. She is a specialist healthcare lawyer – and 
multi-disciplinary with experience in corporate, regulatory 
and knowing how the acquisition finance process works, 
which is rare. She has a calm and patient demeanour but 
has a steely determination to drive the deal to completion. 
Helen handles people – whether it’s the client, 
us the lender, the broker and the other parties in 
the transaction with huge diplomacy and respect, 
which endears people to meet her deadlines. I have 
been most impressed with Helen on a multiple purchase of 
dental practices where Helen helped resolved issues that 
arose and is very good at problem solving without belittling 
anyone. She is totally client focused and a pleasure to work 
with.”

“Helen Wong helped me to sell my practice and helped 
me extract cash from the business which formed part 
of Entrepreneur’s Relief tax rate and was a huge saving. 
Helen is practical, dedicated, friendly, pro-active, 
available at all hours of the day and gets the deal 
done within the timescale agreed. I have no hesitation 
in recommending Helen, she is one of the best lawyers 
I have ever worked with and she made a very stressful 
process bearable.”

“Helen explained the complicated legal issues and risks in 
acquiring the practices in a non jargon manner and was 
brilliant at drafting the necessary clauses in the documents to 
protect my position. Not only did Helen assist with the 
corporate law aspects but she was experienced at 
the regulatory law and dealing with the CQC and 
NHS England, which is a minefield in itself. I also 
have to thank her enormously for also working tirelessly with 
the bank to get their credit committee to release the funds 
to make my acquisitions possible. Without Helen this deal 
would have been difficult to proceed and it was purely due to 
her sheer hard work, experience and determination. Having 
dealt with other lawyers before on other acquisitions, I have 
had situations where the lawyer was one of the causes for 
a deal to collapse. I know I am in safe hands with 
Helen and have no hesitation in recommending 
her to other dentists, and healthcare practitioners 
wanting to buy or sell a practice. I look forward to 
working more with Helen in growing my businesses.”



Clarke Willmott LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registration number OC344818. It is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA number 510689), 
whose rules can be found at http://www.sra.org.uk/handbook/. Its registered office is 138 Edmund Street, Birmingham, West Midlands, B3 2ES. Any reference to a ‘partner’ is to a member of Clarke Willmott LLP or an 
employee or consultant who is a lawyer with equivalent standing and qualifications and is not a reference to a partner in a partnership. 
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Birmingham 
138 Edmund Street,  
Birmingham B3 2ES

Bristol 
1 Georges Square,  
Bath Street,  
Bristol BS1 6BA

Cardiff 
2nd Floor, Emperor 
House, Scott Harbour, 
Pierhead Street,  
Cardiff CF10 4PH

London 
5 St Helen’s Place,  
London EC3A 6AB

Contact us for more information on how we can help you:

t: 0345 209 1000   e: info@clarkewillmott.com

Manchester 
55 Spring Gardens,  
Manchester M2 2BY

Southampton 
Burlington House, 
Botleigh Grange 
Business Park,  
Hedge End, 
Southampton SO30 2AF 

Taunton 
Blackbrook Gate,  
Blackbrook Park Avenue,  
Taunton TA1 2PG 


