
LPA or Deputy?
Making th  e  righ  t ch  oice

At some point in the future you may need help with your finances or property matters or with health 
and welfare decisions.

If you plan ahead, you can appoint someone that you trust to help you with these decisions. This is 
done by preparing into a lasting power of attorney or LPA.

Or you can wait and see how the future pans out. Of course, you may never need this type of help. 
But if you leave it too long and reach the point where you are no longer capable of making decisions 
for yourself, the only course of action open to your family would be to apply to the Court of Protection 
for a deputy to be appointed to manage your affairs.

The table overleaf sets out the factors to be considered when deciding whether to enter into a lasting 
power of attorney now or waiting and having the Court of Protection appoint a deputy to manage your 
affairs.

For many people the choice comes down to cost. But can you put a price on peace of mind?

Further information

For further information on this or on any other Private Capital matter you may have, please contact 
us via:

Disclaimer: This briefing is intended to highlight issues only for the purposes of general interest and is not intended to be a comprehensive
statement of the law. Although we have taken care over the information, you should not rely on it as legal advice. We do not accept any liability to
anyone who does rely on its content. Last updated: June 2015. Ref: 16982-1

Clarke Willmott LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registration number OC344818. It is authorised and
regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA number 510689), whose rules can be found at http://www.sra.org.uk/handbook/. Its
registered office and principal place of business is 138 Edmund Street, Birmingham, West Midlands, B3 2ES. Any reference to a 'partner' is to a
member of Clarke Willmott LLP or an employee who is a lawyer with equivalent standing and qualifications and is not a reference to a partner in a
partnership.

See key contacts

https://www.clarkewillmott.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CW_COP_TeamCard-2-1.pdf


LPA orDe p uty ?

LPA DEPUTY

W h o can b e ap p ointe d? You can choose your attorney The Court has complete

discretion to choose the deputy

Family members may be

refused on grounds of

inadequate experience

Proce dure Completion of lasting power of

attorney and registration form

Full disclosure of all of your

assets to the Court

Six application forms

Medical certificate from doctor

Declaration by Deputy

Cost Registration Fee: £110.00

(reduced to £82 from 1 April

2017)

At least double the legal costs:

Application fee: £400.00

Appointment fee: £125.00

Supervision fee: £80.00

(annual)

Security bond: (variable)

Tim e to p roce ss(e stim ate ) 4 to 6 we e ks 4 to 6 m onth s

Annualdutie s None Annual reporting

Tax returns

Office of Public Guardian report

Powe rs Your attorney generally has full

discretion to do what is

necessary

Deputy must apply for Court for

permissions to take various

steps

Each application incurs court

fees

W h y wait? Costs today! Cost in the future!




