
People often say that “a stitch in time saves nine”. This is certainly true when it comes to tackling trade mark infringement 
issues. It is far better to deal with an issue as early as possible because if you do not, then your legal position can be 
weakened significantly.  Further, in our experience, it is far easier to resolve a potential conflict if immediate action is taken 
rather than waiting until the other side has invested significant time and resources into developing its similar brand. 

Therefore, we would encourage all businesses to consider setting up a trade mark watch service under which they will 
be notified should a third party file an identical or similar trade mark to their brands. This will provide an early opportunity 
to identify and address a potentially conflicting brand. 

A trade mark watch service can be set up on a worldwide or on an individual country/region basis and will flag up daily 
any identical or similar trade mark filings in the selected classes. We review these daily reports and, where appropriate, 
notify our clients of relevant trade mark applications of concern. This provides an opportunity to oppose the relevant 
trade mark application and/or take action to prevent infringement of the relevant trade mark rights.  

Importantly, the UK Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO) and the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) do 
not prevent registration of trade marks on the basis of identical or similar earlier trade marks already on the register. It is 
up to the earlier right holder to oppose the application. 

The cost of setting up a watch notice is low; starting from as little as £125 per month (plus VAT). 

Please note that this service can also be used to monitor the trade mark filings by competitors.  

In addition to this trade mark watch service, a number of our clients monitor the registration of new domain names and 
company names by third parties, which provide further intelligence on third parties adopting similar brand names.   

If you are interested in setting up a trade mark watch notice, please do not hesitate to contact your legal adviser at 
Clarke Willmott.

Trade mark watch service

clarkewillmott.com Great service... Great people...
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