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Life Sciences & Technology  

Clarke Willmott LLP offers specialist legal advice to life sciences and technology companies, having detailed 
knowledge and expertise in these highly specialised sectors. Our team has an understanding of the 
environment in which you work and the unique challenges you face.  Our team combines a blend of technical 
understanding, legal expertise and business acumen to protect your interests and help you maximise the 
commercial value of your technology. 

We have experience of providing legal advice to life sciences, bio-tech and technology companies including 
drug discovery, medical devices, pharmaceutical, software and engineering companies, GPs, dentists, 
pharmacy businesses and pharmacy supply companies.  We advise at every stage of the business lifecycle; 
from spinning-out from universities or multi-national pharmas, proceeding through funding rounds, protecting 
intellectual property, drafting and negotiating R&D and commercialisation agreements,  to IPO’s and 
eventual exit.  
 
Our team is structured to meet the core needs of the sector with an emphasis on personal service and a 
flexible and pragmatic approach at all stages of a company’s development.   
 
We can help with: 
 

• Spinning out – structuring the company, putting in place licences and assignments to protect the 
core intellectual property rights; 

• Sponsored research and joint development agreements; 

• Funding and financing, including complex syndicated VC equity investments, debt instruments and 
the more simple seed funding rounds; 

• Corporate transactions – acquiring companies, businesses and IP rights from third parties, all the 
way to eventual exit through sale, assignment or IPO; 

• Corporate governance and directors’ duties; 

• R&D, collaboration, IP & technology transfer and general commercial contracts; 

• Intellectual property protection and prosecution; 

• Employee share schemes; 

• Service contracts, employment consultancy agreements; and 

• Dispute resolution and enforcement of IP rights. 

 
 
 



 

What the directories say about us: 
 
“Well-rounded practice, known for its 
infrastructure, renewable energy and 
housing focus.” Chambers 
 
“provides an excellent service to clients in 
the field” Legal 500 
 
“This friendly, approachable practice is 
applauded for taking a commercial 
approach to its work and acknowledged for 
balancing legal advice with the wider 
picture". Chambers 
 
“exceptional’ team” Legal 500 

About Clarke Willmott 

Clarke Willmott LLP is a national law firm with over 500 lawyers and support staff operating from offices in 
London, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Southampton, Manchester and Taunton. The firm was established in 
1888 and we are proud of our strong heritage.

Our Sectors 

Recognising that our clients prefer working with 
lawyers who understand the climate in which they 
operate and how their business actually works 
day-to-day, we decided a number of years ago, to 
adopt a sector-led approach.  

The success of such a strategy can be evidenced 
by our reputation in a number of key industry 
areas. These include our 120-strong Real Estate 
and Construction group, nationally-renowned 50-
strong Social Housing group, and specialist Retail 
group – as well as leading teams advising on 
Renewable Energy, Agriculture, Sport and Private 
Client. 

Our approach 

Providing excellent service is a key priority for us 
and that is reflected in the main mission statement 
of our Business Plan, which is “To be recognised 
as leaders in client service”. The belief that our 
clients should always come first is entrenched in 
everything we do. We have been awarded The 
Law Society's Lexcel accreditation in 
recognition of our compliance and client care 
standards. 

We have Investors in People accreditation in 
recognition of our training and development 
programmes and, in 2012, launched the Clarke 
Willmott School of Management, designed to 
develop the business skills of our lawyers.  As a 
signatory to The Law Society’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Charter we are firmly committed to a 
framework for positive action across all strands of 
diversity. 

 

Working closely with the communities in which we 
operate is important to us and our active 
Corporate Social Responsibility policy encourages 
our staff to give something back through 
volunteering, fundraising and pro-bono work. As a 
member of the Legal Sector Alliance, we are 
also strongly committed to reducing our carbon 
footprint through investing in greener ways to do 
business. 
 

 

 



Great service... Great people...

Birmingham 
138 Edmund Street,  
Birmingham B3 2ES

Bristol 
1 Georges Square,  
Bath Street,  
Bristol BS1 6BA

Cardiff 
2nd Floor, Emperor 
House, Scott Harbour, 
Pierhead Street,  
Cardiff CF10 4PH

London 
1 Chancery Lane,  
London WC2A 1LF

Manchester 
19 Spring Gardens,  
Manchester M2 1FB

Southampton 
Burlington House, 
Botleigh Grange 
Business Park,  
Hedge End, 
Southampton SO30 2AF 

Taunton 
Blackbrook Gate,  
Blackbrook Park Avenue,  
Taunton TA1 2PG 

clarkewillmott.com

Clarke Willmott LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registration number OC344818.  It is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA number 
510689), whose rules can be found at http://www.sra.org.uk/handbook/. Its registered office is 138 Edmund Street, Birmingham, West Midlands, B3 2ES.  Any reference to a ‘partner’ is to a member of 
Clarke Willmott LLP or an employee or consultant who is a lawyer with equivalent standing and qualifications and is not a reference to a partner in a partnership. 

Contact us for more information on how we can help you:

t: 0345 209 1000   e: info@clarkewillmott.com
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