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Energy from Waste 
Introduction 
 

We are delighted to have this opportunity to introduce ourselves to you. We believe we can deliver a high 
quality service to you, based on: 

• our knowledge of, and experience in, the renewable energy sector  

• our experience of providing the services you require 

Our renewable sector 

Our nationally rated Renewable Energy Team has extensive experience in the renewable energy sector.  
Our specialist advice spans all aspects of renewable energy work from inception of a project through to 
planning, acquisition, financing, construction, regulation, commissioning and subsequent operation of plants 
or facilities. 

 
Priscilla Hall, Partner and Head of Renewable Energy Sector  
t:  0345 209 1435   
e: priscilla.hall@clarkewillmott.com   

 With considerable expertise in the area of energy and natural resources, Priscilla has been involved in 
projects spanning the electricity, gas, waste recycling, renewable energy and water sectors. Priscilla drafts, 
negotiates and advises on a range of construction and engineering contracts (including international 
contracts), collateral warranties, professional appointments, bonds and guarantees. Priscilla is at the 
forefront of the renewable energy sector having been involved in the wind industry from its early years.  
Latterly, she has transferred these skills into the procurement of other emerging renewable technologies in 
the UK. 

She has led teams on many renewable energy projects, often involving complex legal structures and on 
occasion, tax driven innovative funding and leasing arrangements.  Many of these projects have involved 
multi-contracts with numerous parties.   She is, therefore, very familiar with the interface issues which will 
need addressing whatever the type of project.  Priscilla is fully cognisant with funding requirements and 
“bankability” issues.     

She has an MSc in Construction Law and Arbitration from Kings College, London. She is a member of 
Renewable UK, Regen South West, Renewable Energy Association and the Society of Construction Law. 

 

 
 



Energy from Waste 
Our Experience – a Snapshot 
 

Cranbrook New Community, Exeter  

We acted for a consortium of developers in relation to the Cranbrook scheme, a proposed new town just 
outside Exeter. The first phase includes around 2,900 houses together with a Town Centre, 
Neighbourhood Centre, new schools, retail and leisure developments.  We negotiated the arrangements 
with a major utility company to design, install, operate and maintain a local energy centre featuring a 
combined heat and power plant to serve the domestic occupiers of the development (on a shared basis) 
and neighbouring commercial developments. 

Anaerobic Digestion Developer 

We are advising the UK subsidiary of this German company in respect of its roll out development programme 
of anaerobic digestion plants throughout in the UK.   Clarke Willmott deals with the commercial construction 
issues on behalf of the client, involving negotiation with developers and funders alike.  The documentation 
drafted and negotiated by Clarke Willmott includes bespoke EPC contracts but which are loosely based on 
the FIDIC Silver Book, maintenance contracts and biological consultancy agreements, escrow agreements, 
direct agreements, parent company guarantees, bonds and payment security agreements.   

Latterly the client has been entering into turnkey contracts with clients which have involved dropping down 
the various obligations in the head contract into the various sub contracts. 

Our dispute resolution team has separately been providing assistance and advice in relation to various large 
anaerobic digester projects in Germany providing purified methane from maize, which is then fed into the 
pressurised German gas main.  This has involved a technical understanding of the projects as well as legal 
understanding of the English law contracts.  The client has obtained judgments against defendants in New 
Zealand in various multi million euro claims pursued in the High Court (Chancery Division and then the 
Technology & Construction Court). This action involved cross border issues, as well as instructing and 
dealing with a number of specialist experts in the field of anaerobic digesters, the component parts of related 
plant, and technical requirements of the project. 

Food Waste for In-Vessel Composting 
We acted for the contractor in relation to the design, supply, installation, testing and commissioning of an 
In-Vessel Waste Composting Facility.  The contract, based on the NEC3, covered structural, building, civil 
and drainage works, mechanical and electrical plant and equipment. 

The party with whom our client contracted was contracting with the local authority in respect of the food 
waste which would have been used in this facility. 

 
 
 
 
 



Energy from Waste 
Our Experience – a Snapshot 
 

Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council (RCT) 

Acting for the RCT in respect of a food waste treatment recycling plant and services to be provided by 
Biogen Bryn Pica Limited.   The intention was to create green energy for at least 1500 homes. RCT secured 
Welsh Government funding. 

We negotiated the Food Waste Treatment Contract including a very complex payment structure (partly as a 
result of Welsh Government funding) and a number of related agreements including the construction contract 
between Biogen and Greenfinch Limited, the operating contract and the interface agreement. We also 
reviewed all the numerous contracts and warranties arising out of Greenfinch’s contract and design teams in 
favour of RCT including for example the Independent Certifier’s appointment and warranty 

New Earth 

We have been involved in a couple of projects for New Earth.  One of which was advising in relation to a new 
energy from waste plant.  This involved giving procurement advice, drafting and negotiating bespoke 
amendments to IChemE Yellow Book sub-contracts, JCT Intermediate and JCT Minor Works Contracts and 
drafting bespoke documents. 

We also dealt with drafting the ongoing operation and maintenance contract for this facility. 

We also dealt with the various consultants’ appointments in relation to a proposed AD plant. 

Residential Developer 

We are acting for a residential developer who is entering into a sale and development agreement with a 
higher education institution who will be procuring an energy centre.  The energy centre will be providing heat 
to our client’s residential units.  We have been involved in drafting and negotiating the sale and development 
agreement, the documentation surrounding the construction of the energy centre and the ongoing provision 
of heat to the units. 

Elveden Farms 

We have advised one of the largest farming businesses in the UK on its approach to renewable energy, 
covering biomass and biogas generation, solar and combined heat and power facilities. 
 
Bluestone Holiday Village  
We acted for the owner of this development and related tourist attractions based in Pembrokeshire, 
successfully promoting Bluestone, including its biomass energy centre, through the planning process 
including a challenge launched by objectors in the Court of Appeal.  Bluestone is a 500 acre development 
that opened in July 2008 as an exemplar of sustainable development. 

 

 



Energy from Waste 
Our Experience – a Snapshot 
 

UK Renderers Association and PDM Group 

We gave advice regarding the combustion of tallow as a green fuel. We also represented the UK Renderers 
Association and PDM Group in court proceedings challenging the conditions imposed by the Environment 
Agency by virtue of the Waste Incineration Directive (EC) 2000/76. 

Housebuilder 

We are acting for a housebuilder in relation to a combined heat and power plant development at one of its 
mixed use schemes. The plant provides both residential and commercial end users with power. We are 
involved in advising on all aspects of the project including lease and power purchase arrangements as well 
as the installation and operation and maintenance agreements.  

Major multi-national engineering company  

We have been instructed on a significant professional negligence action against a non UK consultant 
engineer.  The client is an international specialist contractor with a global turnover which runs into the 
billions.  The dispute involves aspects of negligent design of an energy from waste plant.  This project, which 
was in excess of one hundred million, ran into delay which the client contends is due to the negligence of the 
consultant.  

Major energy from waste plant  

Acting for an innovative design, procurement, project and construction services contractor in respect of a 
£250million energy from waste plant. We gave advice in the face of potential termination of the contract and 
acted in 3 no. adjudications in respect of compensation events, extensions of time / relief from damages; and 
breach of contract regarding odour control systems. Subsequent advice has been given in respect of sub-
contract terminations due to the sub-contractor’s failure to rectify failures in its designed and installed odour 
control system.  

Major power generator 

Advising a major power generator on both EPC and multi-contracting arrangements for numerous CHP 
projects and two new build power stations. Advice included strategic procurement advice in relations to risk 
management and a move to incentive based contracts. 
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Energy Law 
 

Our Energy Team has experience in depth across the entire renewables sector, with expertise in 
structuring the legal, regulatory and commercial arrangements or developing projects in most renewables 
technologies. Our work covers everything from building a biomass power plant using wood imported from 
South America to solar photovoltaic panels on public-sector housing in return for a share of the Feed-in 
Tariff or even paying someone else to build a wind farm overseas in return for carbon credits in the UK.  

Our services 

Project development and funding Advising on renewable and non-renewable district 
heating schemes 

Bidding for and structuring power projects in the UK 
and overseas 

Advising on waste supply agreements and waste-to-
energy generation 

Advising on projects backed by the Renewables 
Obligation, the Feed-in Tariff or the Renewable 
Heat Incentive or by the FiT-Contract for Difference 

Advising on arrangements affecting the capacity of 
schemes to connect to the local network 

Energy supply arrangements, from making supplies 
to taking supplies, including Power Purchase 
Agreements and fuel supply agreements 

Advising on arrangements affecting generation for the 
full range of technologies 

 
Your specialists 

 

Sally Barrett-Williams, Consultant 
 

 Sally has been involved in energy since 1990, when she joined National Power and became Head of 
Commercial Law. She left to join the energy regulator as Assistant Director at the time of market reform, 
before going back into private practice as a partner in the energy practice of a US law firm. 

In the renewables arena she has advised on schemes involving the full range of subsidy support, the 
development of and (on the other side) the purchase of power projects including solar, biomass, combined 
heat and power, marine generation, waste / waste to energy, onshore wind and district heating. She has 
advised on network challenges facing locally connected schemes. She has also been dealing with the new 
challenges in the market involving storage. 

Sally is a Partner in the Carbon Catalysts Group, an organisation of senior executives from power companies 
who have expertise in the power and renewable energy sectors. The Group advises on and invests in the 
clean-tech area. She is also Chairman of the Energy and Utility Forum, an industry policy body whose 
constituents are senior power executives and senior politicians. 
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Construction 
 

"They are very thorough and make sure they have all the ducks in a row before we take action. They are 
efficient, have a balanced view and are commercially savvy."  Chambers UK 2017 

Our Construction Team comprises four partners and seven lawyers. The team includes peer-rated 
individuals and acts on high value and complex construction projects and disputes across a broad range of 
industry sectors.  We cover every stage of the construction process, from tender and procurement, contract 
drafting and negotiation through to dispute avoidance and resolution. We work closely with our firm-wide 
multi-disciplinary teams - in particular property, planning, environment and energy - in order to deliver a ‘total’ 
solution to our clients. Our specialist Public Procurement Team acts for a wide range of public bodies and 
private sector bidders on all aspects of procurement law and practice, both contentious and non-contentious. 

Our services 

Tendering and procurement procedures, 
including EU procurement issues 

Professional appointments, collateral warranties, 
bonds and guarantees 

Funding and framework agreements 

Deeds of variation and novation 

Building contracts – bespoke and standard form 
including FIDIC, JCT, ICC, ICE, GC Works, LOGIC 
and NEC 

Health and safety and Building Regulations Sustainability and ‘zero carbon’ issues 

Insolvency Dispute resolution  

  



Energy from Waste 
Construction 
 

Your specialists 

 
Peter O’Brien, Partner 
t:  0345 209 1297 
e: peter.o'brien@@clarkewillmott.com 

 Peter specialises in contentious construction. He represents employers, contractors and sub-contractors 
across a wide range of sectors, including power generation and renewables contracts.  He is dual qualified 
and, prior to becoming a solicitor, worked as a quantity surveyor, having spent some eight years working on 
development projects in Asia. His industry experience makes him uniquely placed to provide clients with "no-
nonsense" commercially-focussed advice – thereby helping clients achieve their goals in a timely and cost-
effective manner. 

Peter has advised major energy clients on both EPC and multi-contracting arrangements for numerous CHP 
projects and two new build power stations in Nottingham and Pembroke.  In addition, Peter advised on a 
£230m environmental upgrade to a 500MW power station in South Wales including contracts for sea water 
Flue Gas Desulphurisation, Selective Catalytic Reduction NOx abatement and co-firing Biomass. 

Peter has co-authored "Payment in Construction Contracts – A Practical Guide" published by RICS Books. In 
addition, he is an accredited Adjudicator, as well as a regular contributor to the legal press and respected 
speaker on construction and energy law. 
 
 

Zoe Stollard, Partner 
t:  0345 209 1478  
e: zoe.stollard@clarkewillmott.com 

 Zoe specialises in non-contentious advice to various stakeholders on a variety of public and private, domestic 
and international projects. Her core commercial experience includes construction and infrastructure, property, 
commercial projects, corporate and finance, especially in the renewables sector. 

On the front end, transactional work, Zoe is experienced in creating legal frameworks for complex 
commercial deals and developments, including construction interfaces with funding, property / leasing issues, 
joint ventures, and other interested third parties. She also provides on-going project-specific advice in relation 
to practical / commercial issues throughout the “live” period of a project.  Recent projects include a ground-
mounted solar farm installation and renegotiating a wind turbine power purchase agreement. 

Zoe joined Clarke Willmott after working for leading international law firms in London and Singapore. Zoe has 
an MSc in Construction Law from King’s College, London and has spent 5 years in practice in Asia. 
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Construction 
 

 
Bill Bullivant, Consultant 
t:  0345 209 1364 
e: bill.bullivant@clarkewillmott.com 

 Bill has been with Clarke Willmott since 2005 and leads on public procurement law within the firm. He is 
acknowledged as a leading expert in public procurement law, both in respect of European based legislation 
and UK legislation and common law.  

He also has substantial experience in advising on the legal powers of public bodies, particularly in relation to 
the formation of joint ventures with private sector organisations. 

Bill’s early career included five years as a chief officer of the country’s largest unitary local authority, where 
among other things, he was responsible for the development and implementation of the authority’s 
procurement policy and strategy and the overview of all procurement activities, involving contracts with a 
total value of around £700 million a year and major development projects such as the National Exhibition 
Centre and International Convention Centre. 

Since 1997, Bill has headed the public procurement teams of three major law firms, and has advised public 
bodies, bid consortia and funders on public procurement matters, both contentious and non-contentious, 
including a substantial number of successfully completed PFI and PPP projects in almost every industry 
sector. 

His related work includes advising a major energy supply company on the innovative use of PFI type 
structures for the provision of energy to local authority housing developments. Bill has spoken on public 
procurement law by invitation at conferences throughout Europe and is one time consultant editor of the 
leading text book "Knights Guide to Best Value and Public Procurement.” He is a Fellow of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. 
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Planning and Environmental Law 
 

"Clients of Clarke Willmott LLP praise its ‘excellent level of service and approachable team’.” Legal 500 2016 

Our Planning and Environmental Team has a national reputation. Clients turn to us for advice on and 
guidance through the intricacies of the planning system and increasingly complex environmental controls.  
Our work covers contentious and non-contentious planning and environmental law issues, covering pollution 
prevention and control, waste management, industrial, commercial and residential development (including 
wind farm, energy and waste developments), transportation, contaminated land, nature conservation and 
cultural heritage and solar photovoltaic agricultural development. 

Our services 

Planning applications and appeals Compulsory purchase and compensation 

Environmental permit applications and appeals Planning and highway agreements 

Appeals and planning inquiries Defending environmental prosecutions 

Enforcement proceedings Special statutory procedures and judicial review 

Negotiating environmental warranties and 
indemnities, audits and due diligence 

Environmental impact assessment and environmental 
statements 

 
Your specialists 

 
Neil Baker, Partner and Head of Planning and Environmental Team 
t:  0345 209 1301 
e: neil.baker@clarkewillmott.com   

 Neil has acted in connection with a considerable number of planning applications for industrial and waste 
installations (including wind farms, power plants and incinerators), major commercial and housing sites and 
urban regeneration projects, some of which were decided on appeal following public inquiries. He is also 
regularly involved in the negotiation of complex planning and highways agreements.  

Neil also has considerable expertise in environmental law advising developers, manufacturers, and waste 
and mineral operators.   

He is recognised as a leader in the planning and environmental law fields by the Chambers and Partners and 
Legal 500 directories. 

 



Energy from Waste 
Planning and Environmental Law 
 

 
Caroline Waller, Partner 
t:  0345 209 1814 
e: caroline.waller@clarkewillmott.com   

 Caroline regularly advises on a wide range of planning issues including strategic land and the promotion of 
sites through the local plan process, highway law, environmental impact assessment and ecological matters.    

She has wide experience of acting for both developers and local authorities in relation to the negotiation and 
preparation of planning and highways agreements. She has also advised clients in relation to CPO matters, 
planning blight and on all aspects of planning applications and appeals.  

Caroline also specialises in agricultural and rural planning and has advised land owner and agricultural 
clients in connection with renewable energy projects including wind turbines, solar PV, anaerobic digestion 
and biomass plants.  Caroline has also provided planning advice to the NFU regarding solar PV projects. 
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Commercial Property Law 
 

“Highly efficient and competent” The Legal 500 2016 

Our Commercial Property Team understands the processes of commercial property development, 
investment and management from site assembly through to funding, investment, sale and leasing.  

Our Property, Construction and Planning Teams work together to ensure we add value to our clients’ 
businesses. We have the size and resources at every level (across the firm we have 114 people who work in 
the Real Estate Sector) to provide the most appropriate and cost-effective advice and respond swiftly when 
development opportunities arise.   We regularly liaise with other property based professionals such as 
quantity surveyors, chartered surveyors, accountants and specialist VAT consultants. 

We have the expertise to deal with all property and funding aspects of renewable energy projects. 

Our services 

Major transactional and development work 
(particularly in renewables projects) 

Partnerships between public and private sector 
participants 

Acquisitions, disposals and equity-sharing structures 

Site assembly 

Finance including acting for lenders and borrowers 
on development and mezzanine finance, acquisition 
finance and asset and working capital facilities 

Portfolio management and estate management issues 
such as lease grants and renewals 

Rent reviews, dilapidations and related property 
issues 

 
Your specialist 

 
Laurence Lacey, Partner  
t:  0345 209 1289 
e: laurence.lacey@clarkewillmott.com   

 Laurence’s experience within the renewable energy field includes working with landowners and developers 
on the structuring of transactions relating to wind farms, biomass plants and solar installations, including the 
negotiation of exclusivity agreements, options, leases and profit sharing arrangements. 

Laurence is often involved early in negotiations at heads of terms stage to ensure that initial points of 
concern are addressed. He has also worked on the financing of a large portfolio of landfill gas generation 
sites and has been involved in acquisitions of companies in the renewables sector.  

In addition, Laurence has broad experience of general commercial property work including landlord and 
tenant and property finance, with particular specialisms in urban regeneration and commercial and 
residential development. 
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Corporate and Commercial Law 
 

“They’re down-to-earth – you get what you see and there’s a good level of partner involvement.”  
Chambers UK 2017 

Our Corporate and Commercial Team has helped enterprises of all sizes, and at all stages of the business 
lifecycle, to navigate a range of complex legal issues with positive results. In addition to corporate finance 
advice, we advise on a variety of funding options and work closely with other professional advisers to 
develop commercial solutions. We undertake a complete range of corporate and commercial transactions, 
including joint ventures, acquisitions, disposals and reorganisations and director and minority shareholder 
issues. 

We also act for the providers of equity finance as well as the recipient companies in whom they invest, 
whether by way of equity share capital, preference shares, loan notes or the many hybrid instruments in 
between.  

We advise on financing transactions across a wide range of sectors including renewable energy. We are 
currently acting for a borrower in relation to a project finance transaction involving £180m bank debt for the 
acquisition and development of transport infrastructure. We also advise extensively on contractual matters 
including providing advice on and negotiating feedstock supply agreements.  

In the renewable energy field, we have experience of advising both investors and project managers on the 
installation and acquisition of photovoltaic sites. The team has also recently advised the Isle of Wight Council 
in connection with joint venture and financing arrangements relating to a ground-breaking test facility for new 
renewable technologies.  

Our services 

Mergers and acquisitions Franchising and distribution 

Information technology  Project finance 

Outsourcing Joint ventures and partnerships 

Group and corporate structuring Advising on private equity funding documents 
(subscription agreements, preference share structures, 
loan note instruments) IPOs secondary fund raising and regulatory 

issues 
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Corporate and Commercial Law 
 

Your specialist 

 

 
Ed Foulkes, Partner  
t:  0345 209 1877 
e: ed.foulkes@clarkewillmott.com   

 
Ed is a highly experienced corporate lawyer with a focus on the renewable energy sector. He advises 
companies in the sector on mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, collaborative agreements, corporate 
legal structures, restructuring, consortium arrangements and fundraising (both equity and debt). He also 
advises clients in connection with their company law obligations, corporate governance and commercial 
issues. 

Transactions in respect of which Ed has advised include those in the energy from waste, solar, onshore 
wind, biomass, and energy management sectors.  Examples of these transactions include: 

• Acting for an onshore wind farm developer on the acquisitions of two special purpose vehicles 
against timetabling driven by the changing subsidies regime. 

• Advising on funding structures for a series of energy from waste developments. 

• Acting for a renewable energy funder both on fund raising and on the deployment of funds into 
various renewable technology schemes. 

• Acting for a local authority on its joint venture arrangements for a renewable energy technology 
testing centre.   

• Disposals of companies, including special purpose vehicles (SPVs), in various sectors. 
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Banking Law 
 

"They are extremely responsive in the service they provide. They are definitely commercially minded and 
very proactive in finding opportunities for us." Chambers UK 2017 

Our Banking and Finance Team is highly experienced in acting for banks, building societies, specialist 
lenders, investment funds and private investors. We also act for our corporate and private clients in 
negotiating the terms of their lending.  

We work on a range of banking and finance matters; from working capital facilities to syndicated project 
finance, starting at individual equipment values and increasing to multi-million pound staged term loans. Our 
team has the skills and knowledge that you would expect from legal advisors but our renewable sector 
expertise gives us relevant industry insight, enabling us to help identify and resolve niche issues at the early 
stages to the satisfaction of both lender and borrower.  

Our services 

Facility agreements Tax efficient investment finance 

Securitisation and regulation of securities 

Advising on consortium lending projects 

Project finance  

 
 
Your specialist 

 
Kelvin Balmont, Partner  
t:  0345 209 1563 
e: kelvin.balmont@clarkewillmott.com   

 Kelvin has more than ten years’ experience of advising companies, institutions and banks on many types of 
corporate transactions including acquisitions and disposals of companies and businesses, joint ventures, 
start-ups and restructurings. Kelvin’s advice extends to the impact of the structure of these arrangements as 
well as advice on documenting the arrangements. Kelvin advises companies and banks on loan agreements, 
security documentation, intercreditor arrangements and other financial documents and structures and has 
also drafted and negotiated a variety of commercial agreements, including IT supply and maintenance 
agreements and outsourcing arrangements. 

Kelvin is described by the Legal 500 directory as “first rate” and “extremely proficient”, and according to the 
Chambers directory he “gets the legal points across in a very commercial way”. 
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Intellectual Property Law 
 

"Clarke Wilmott gave us exceptional and thorough advice that helped us understand any problems we face 
as a company with regard to IP." Chambers UK 2017 

For many businesses intellectual property (IP) is the key asset. It is critical that such businesses are able to 
ensure the protection of that asset, maximise its value and prevent others from exploiting it without their 
consent. We act for all types of businesses from new start-ups to household names such as GHD, easyJet, 
Organix, ACCA, Mazuma Mobile and Fred Perry in relation to the protection, enforcement and exploitation of 
their IP rights. 

Our Intellectual Property Team provides advice to our clients in relation to both domestic and international 
matters through our network of associate law firms. Unlike many other firms who are compelled to place 
work through their foreign offices, all of Clarke Willmott's associate law firms are chosen purely for their 
expertise in IP. 

In terms of our renewable energy work we have advised on the licensing of data from various governmental 
organisations to third party providers in order to assess the viability of renewable energy platforms in various 
geographical locations; the licensing terms of various intellectual property required to operate a wind farm 
site and have given advice in relation to the misuse of design rights in a wind turbine.  

Our services 

All of our senior IP lawyers previously practiced at leading international law firms and our expertise covers all 
areas of both contentious and non-contentious intellectual property including: 

Protection  Exploitation  

Enforcement  Anti-counterfeiting 
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Intellectual Property Law 
 

Your specialist 

 
Roy Crozier, Partner  
t:  0345 209 1900 
e: roy.crozier@clarkewillmott.com   

 Roy has many years of experience in advising brands in relation to protecting, exploiting and enforcing their 
intellectual property rights.His experience covers all aspects of both contentious and non-contentious 
intellectual property law, having acted for many of the world's best known brands in relation to both domestic 
and international disputes.   

Roy formerly trained at and practiced in the London office of global law firm Baker and McKenzie and has a 
Diploma in Intellectual Property Law and Practice from the University of Bristol as well as a Masters in 
Philosophy (Law) and a LLB (Hons) Law degree from the University of Manchester.  He joined Clarke 
Willmott in 2010. 

Roy is ranked in Legal 500 and Chambers and Partners who state: He "provides a responsive service 
tailored to our needs" say clients. Roy's profile is "continuing to rise" and clients feel that his "anti-
counterfeiting knowledge is exceptional". 

His experience includes advising on the IP aspects of windfarm construction and maintenance agreements, 
and advising on breach of privacy and confidence claims, as well as conducting trade mark, copyright, 
design right and patent litigation, and drafting and negotiating licence agreements, distribution agreements, 
franchise agreements, agency agreements and assignments. 
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Employment Law 
 

"They are driven and focused individuals, keen to add value and understand their clients."  
Chambers UK 2017 

Our Employment and Human Resources Team are a solutions driven team that provides usable 
commercial advice on any "people issue" that an organisation might encounter; from recruitment through to 
contentious dismissals.  We appreciate that the need for advice can be triggered in pressurised situations so 
speed and "plain English" are essential. Equally our experience allows us to help proactively assist clients in 
achieving their longer term strategies whilst avoiding costly mistakes.  

Externally, the Financial Times has recognised our team’s approach in their “Innovation Lawyer” Awards. 

Whilst we predominately work for employer organisations we also act for individual employees – this allows 
us to continually hone our understanding and advice from both sides of the fence – for the benefit of our 
clients.  

Our services 

Ad-hoc or retainer HR advice and support  Restructuring and exit programmes 

Tribunal and Court support and representation 

Drafting and implementation of contracts, policies 
and procedures  

Disciplinary and underperformance issues 
 
Corporate acquisitions and disposals 

Business immigration 
 
Your specialist 

 
Sharon Latham, Partner  
t:  0345 209 1332 
e: sharon.latham@clarkewillmott.com    

 Clarke Willmott LLP’s ‘exceptionally practical’ team is led by Sharon Latham, who is a ‘strong negotiator – 
honest and approachable. ’ Sharon has 21 years’ experience advising both employers and senior employees 
at the sharp end, from both a legal and strategic perspective. She specialises in the provision of HR/legal 
support to a range of businesses in the renewables sector including managing dismissal/grievance 
situations, effective use of settlement agreements, advice relating to the sale and purchase of businesses, 
reorganisations, the impact of TUPE and redundancies. She is a regular speaker and has given seminars on 
behalf of the CBI, IOD, CIPD and ACAS. She provides in-house training to clients and has written and edited 
various legal publications (including Croners and HR Xpert). Sharon is recognised as an expert in Chambers 
and Partners UK and Legal 500 legal directories who refer to her "totally dependable”… “always provides 
pragmatic solutions” …and “faultless service," according to independently obtained client feedback. She is a 
member of the Employment Lawyers Association. 
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Agricultural Law 
 

“They’re focused and sharp, technically sound and committed to serving the local community.”  
Chambers UK 2017 

Our Agricultural Team is ranked in the "top tier" by Chambers and Partners and Legal 500 directories and 
acts for farmers, large estates, institutional landowners, tenants, companies, trusts, charities, banks and for 
national institutions. We provide expert advice on subjects including agricultural property, 
employment, health and safety and environmental issues.  

Our team includes a number of renewable energy specialists who regularly work for a wide range of clients in 
the agriculture sector, acting for rural landowners on agricultural property and tenancy issues, as well as 
planning and environmental matters, including in relation to the negotiation of wind farm options and solar 
photovoltaic options over their land. 

Our services 

Estate management Planning and environment 

Rural property Agricultural and commercial leases 
 
Your specialist 

 
Paul Hazeldine, Partner  
t:  0345 209 1830 
e: paul.hazeldine@clarkewillmott.com    

 Paul specialises in non-contentious agricultural and rural property law. His experience includes acting for 
landowners relating to negotiating heads of terms at the outset, the grant of options and leases in relation to 
solar, biogas and wind developments. He also acts for landowners in relation to the sale of such 
developments and the grant of easements, wayleaves, direct agreements and ancillary matters to facilitate 
such renewable developments. Paul also acts for landowners in the negotiation of power purchase 
agreements. 

Paul also deals with the sale and purchase of farms, residential property and rural commercial property, 
agricultural and commercial leases (acting for both tenants and landlords) and estate management matters 
such as the variation of covenants and the grant of easements. 

Paul is a member of the Agricultural Law Association 
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