
CRAR is now in force.  Landlords of commercial premises can no longer levy 
distress for rent and sums reserved as rent.  There is now a more restrictive 
approach to seizing tenants’ assets.
Key features of CRAR are:

•  It cannot be used for service charges, insurance or other sums which 
are not the principal rent or VAT or interest on that, even if the lease 
reserves those as rent or expressly states that distress can be levied 
for these sums

•  It cannot be used for mixed use premises

•  Only an Enforcement Agent (with the appropriate court certification) 
can take control of a tenant’s goods to recover rent

•  There are strict notice requirements to be met at every stage, critically, 
not less than 7 clear days notice must be given before attending 
premises to start the process and no instruction can be given to start 
the process until the rent is at least 7 days overdue

•  A new prescribed form of notice must be given before a sub tenant 
can be made to pay rent direct to the head landlord

•  Where multiple notices are served liability to pay the head landlord 
rather than the tenant depends on the timing of the notices, so 
keeping detailed records is critical.

How can Clarke Willmott help?

Our rent collection team can provide a low cost fixed price service for 
recovering all sums due under a lease, including in most cases, the legal 
fees incurred.  We can take action as soon as there are arrears and can act 
on any type of property and any debt.  

CRAR is one of a raft of remedies available to landlords faced with rent 
arrears.  Our team can also advise on drawing down rent deposits, claims 
against former tenants and guarantors and forfeiture.

For further information please contact: 
Nicola Seager
Partner
0845 209 1246
nicola.seager@clarkewillmott.com

Simon Freeman
Partner
0845 209 1474
simon.freeman@clarkewillmott.com

CRAR has no impact on landlords of residential premises for whom levying 
distress has not been an option.  Our rent collection team has a 95% 
success rate in recovering rent, service charge arrears and costs on long 
residential leases and freeholds.  

For further information about this service, please contact:  
Jane Dunlop
Partner
0845 209 1689
jane.dunlop@clarkewillmott.com

Anna O’Reilly
Caseworker
0845 209 1661
anna.o’reilly@clarkewillmott.com

CRAR:  
Commercial rent arrears recovery – let Clarke Willmott take the strain

Distress for rent abolished

Distress for rent abolished April 2014
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This article is not intended to be a definitive statement of the law but instead provides general guidance.

Great service... Great people...
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