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Our Experience 
 

‘very responsive and approachable’ Source: Legal 500 

Rivers provide the perfect backdrop for boats to moor unlawfully and languish for lengthy periods of time before 
action is taken.  Their presence can pose serious health and safety issues, blight an otherwise beautiful horizon, 
cause damage or obstruct public amenities, lead to conflict and resentment between the boating community and 
the members of the general public and delay development on or near to rivers.  This can place a huge 
administrative and financial burden on riparian owners, local authorities and navigation authorities alike.   

Issues relating to waterways can be complex.  We have significant recent relevant experience in supporting, 
assisting and advising riparian owners, local authorities and navigation authorities on a variety of river based issues 
in relation to both non-tidal and tidal rivers. 

Our specialist Property Litigation team is one of the largest in the country and has been ranked tier one by both 
Legal 500 and the Chambers legal directory since 2006.   

We can use our expertise to help you with the following water-related problems: 

 Removal of trespassers and unauthorised boats – issuing appropriate proceedings and securing possession 
orders and/or injunctive relief to prevent future trespass; 

 Short-term options available for you to control unauthorised moorings - the use of the licensing regime 
and introduction of temporary obstacles; 

 Long-term options available for you to control unauthorised moorings - introduction of mooring byelaws; 

 Preparation of mooring byelaws  - assisting in the form and content and making of them; 

 Navigation Authority  - the procedure and relative advantages and disadvantages of becoming one; 

 Dealing with possible adverse possession claims  - if raised as a possible defence to any possession claim; 
and 

 Use of the Planning Enforcement Regime - in tandem with any proceedings. 

For more information, or to discuss any issues that you may have, please get in touch. 
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Dean Robson, Solicitor 
t:  0845 209 1460* / 0117 305 6460 
e: dean.robson@clarkewillmott.com 




