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Christmas 2014
Happy Christmas to all and thanks to everyone for their hard work 
during 2014 helping Charities and local communities.  As ever there has 
been a lot going on and this update is only a small proportion of the 
work being carried out.  All efforts are appreciated greatly.  

Hardy Southampton Swimmers 
Hard to imagine, now that winter has arrived, 
but in August three intrepid swimmers from 
our Southampton office made it across the 
Solent in a sponsored swim for their office 
charity Countess Mountbatten Hospice.  
They raised over £1,100 of which £800 
went to the Hospice and £300 was given 
to the Portsmouth and Southsea Voluntary 
Lifeguards who supported them through 

the swim.  This is a considerable achievement, so really well done to Helen 
Brooker, Helen Stone-Ward and to Greg Hughes.  Particular thanks to Greg 
who is a volunteer lifeguard with PSVL.

All Change
During October the Birmingham office completed their vote for two new office 
charities – Penny Brohn Cancer Care and Child Brain Injury Trust. Penny 
Brohn is a charity providing care and support to thousands of people living 
with the impact of cancer. The Child Brain Injury Trust is the leading voluntary 
sector charity providing non medical services to families affected by childhood 
acquired brain injury. More details of both charities can be found on our web 
site.  In advance of the handover to their new charities the Charity Committee 
presented their final cheque to St Marys Hospice who they had supported for 
approaching three years.

The Taunton office have also voted for two new charities.  They are Hope for 
Tomorrow and Stand Against Violence. Hope for tomorrow seeks to reduce 
the stress of chemotherapy in large busy hospitals by taking mobile units to 
more restful environments closer to home. Stand Against Violence delivers 
workshops to young people seeking to reduce violence by inter alia educating 
young people as to the impact of violent behaviour and techniques to handle 
potentially violent situations.

The London office have also chosen a new charity for next year – a children’s 
hospice known as Richard House.  

Champagne for Charity
The Manchester office recently held a champagne tasting with Clients during 
which a bottle of bubbly was raffled for their office charity Royal Manchester 
Children’s Hospital.

Date TBA 
Charity table tennis tournament  

in Birmingham 
Charity Quiz in Birmingham

January 
Learning Ships Project

23 & 24 March 
Into Law programme in 
association with UWE

26 April 
Southampton Half Marathon

15 May 
Penny Brohn Long Table Lunch

September 
Charity dinner to be held inside 

Bath Abbey

Future Events

Halloween Madness
The Taunton office welcomed their two 
new office charities by hosting a Halloween 
themed quiz and holding various dress 
down days and cake bakes, raisng a total of 
£900 so far for the new charities.



Annual Property Conferences raise 
money for office charities 
This year, in a departure from our usual practice, we charged 
a modest fee to all those who wished to attend one of our 
property conferences. We raised a total of over £5,000 for our 
office charities.

CW contribute to Skipchen
Following a recent clear out by the Bristol Social Committee 
we were able to donate a good few bottles of soft and 
alcoholic drinks all of which were just past their sell by date.  
Skipchen is a local pop up restaurant which operates by using 
donated food and asking diners to pay what they can afford 
for meals.  It gives those unable to experience eating out a 
chance to do so on a very limited budget.  We understand 
that skipchen is looking to obtain a Green capital grant to 
assist with a permanent venue.

Baroness Gillian Shephard comes to 
CW
The first Bristol Junior Chamber President’s lecture was held 
in CW’s offices in Bristol in November.  The theme of the 
lecture was social mobility, a topic close to the heart of the 
main speaker Baroness Shephard, who is Deputy Chair of the 
Government’s Social Mobility and Child Poverty Commission. 
Her talk was interesting and lead to a great many questions 
from the audience including various local business leaders 
and VIPs. The welcome introduction was given by CW’s 
Karl Brown who organised the event as part of his year long 
presidency of Bristol Junior Chamber.

Birmingham Supports one off causes 
As well as supporting their office charities the Birmingham 
office has found time to raise money for Children in Need and 
the Alzheimer’s Society through Text Santa day. All badges sold 
out in a few hours which was a good result.

 

Taunton Pirates make Headway
In the height of the Summer, the Taunton office took part in 
a charity dragon boat race. The event was a great success 
and CW contributed over £1,200 of the £22,000 raised for 
Headway Somerset, a Charity for brain injury which our own 
Martin Pettingell chairs.   Martin looked particularly fetching in 
his pirate outfit.

Bristol Community Chest
The Bristol office ran its ever popular annual monopoly 
challenge in the Summer in aid of its office charity MRF.  
Sixteen teams from the local offices of businesses including 
banks, commercial property surveyors and construction 
professionals took part in various challenges around Bristol.  
The challenges were around the theme of the Commonwealth 
Games, including a penalty shoot out in Queens Square with 
our own Joshua Low acting as a goalie.  

Aaron Phipps – a patron of 
MRF who lost his lower legs 
and finger tips after a sudden 
on set of meningitis as a 
teenager, joined the team.  
Aaron competed in Team GB 
Wheelchair Rugby in the 2012 
Paralympics and was a match 
for anyone in the race around 
Bristol.  A great evening was 
had by all and £3,000 was 
raised for MRF.

National Cycling to work day
Cyclists from the Bristol office showed their support for 
National Cycle to Work Day on 4 September 2014.  The 
Bristol office, which is one of only a few of the City’s cycle 
champions, already has over 30 regular cyclists and the 
numbers are continuing to grow.
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Christmas Cheer 
The Taunton and Bristol offices are each holding a Christmas 
raffle as well as selling mulled wine and mince pies in aid 
of their office charities.  A big thanks to various businesses 
including Sainsburys and Marks and Spencer  for their 
generous donations of mulled wine and mince pies. 

The Birmingham, Bristol, London and Manchester offices 
have taken part in the National Christmas Jumper Day, in aid 
of their office charities, and the Southampton office is holding 
a Christmas bake sale. In addition all offices are making 
a donation to their office charities in place of sending out 
Christmas cards.

The Taunton office got into the Christmas spirit in order to 
help support the Chemotherapy in the Community Week. The 
campaign was run by Hope for Tomorrow, one of Taunton’s 
nominated office charities and was organised in order to 
promote the charity’s Mobile Chemotherapy Unit, Bumble, 
which travels throughout Somerset, helping patients and loved 
ones by bringing treatment closer to their homes. 

Baking Mad 
The Taunton office wanted to show their support for Stand up 
to Cancer, so the office organised a bake sale and dress down 
day.  Many keen bakers got involved by making some home 
goodies and brought them into the office to sell for donations. 
The day was a huge success with more than £150 being raised 
towards Stand up to Cancer.

Flood Victims in Somerset 
Via the substantial CW fund with the Somerset Community 
Foundation the Taunton office has been able to offer vital 
support to the victims of the flooding. Thousand of families 
and small businesses have been given help to get back on 
their feet. Our fund is now over £115,000 which means that in 
addition to helping the flood victims substantial grants can be 
made to social enterprises in Somerset.

Birmingham and Bristol Combine in 
Fright Hike
The marketing teams from Bristol and Birmingham took part 
in a sponsored walk at night in the Forest of Dean.  All made it 
unscathed and raised a combined total of over £867 for MRF.

Karen Freeman who took part in the walk said: “The Fright 
Hike was hard going through the dark and rain but a fantastic 
achievement by all and well worth it for such a great cause.”

Water stations at Southampton Half 
Marathon
The Southampton office are sponsoring the water stations at 
the half marathon and at present have 15 members of CW 
signed up to run and raise money for Countess Mountbatten.

Cheque Presentation 
The Taunton office presented their final cheques to St 
Margaret’s Hospice and The Albemarle Centre for 2014. Staff 
have really enjoyed helping support both the charities for the 
past two years.

Legal Pride
Jon Green took part in the 
Legal Pride event organised 
by the Law Society as part 
of the London Pride Parade 
in June.  Jon is the CW 
representative and founder 
member of Bylaw  
(www.bylaw.org.uk) a support 
network for lesbian, gay and 
bisexual people who work in 
the South West legal sector.
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Liz walks for a War Memorial 
Liz Smithers used her volunteer day to take part in a sponsored 
walk to raise funds for her Village Memorial.  The walk was in 
character and various veterans took part including Frank, aged 
92 who can be seen showing Liz the helmet he was wearing 
when he was shot.  The walk was a big success raising £1,000 
towards the War Memorial.

Sunshine and Cowpats
Jo Carter is a regular volunteer with the National Trust, some of 
which she does in her own time and some on CW volunteering 
day.  She recently spent a beautiful autumnal day on the Bath 
skyline adjacent to Prior Park cutting back an overgrown 
hawthorn hedge full of brambles.  The brambles fought back 
and the cowpats added an interesting twist to the work.  If you 
would like to know more about volunteering for the National 
Trust, Jo (Property litigation Bristol) would be pleased to assist.

Bag Packing for Countess 
Mountbatten Hospice
The commercial property team and various others from the 
Southampton office recently took part in a charity bag pack 
with the Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity team at a 
local supermarket raising over £300 for the charity.  No quips 
about old bags please...
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Volunteering
As part of our commitment to CSR, one day per annum of paid leave for volunteering is available for everyone at  
Clarke Willmott.  This includes partners, paralegals, accounts staff, marketing, secretaries and admin staff.  A few 
examples of how people have used their day are set out below.

Bristol Christmas Present Appeal
As usual the Bristol office have taken part in the Christmas 
present appeal providing 140 presents to be distributed 
throughout the area to children in need hardship or distress. 
The presents were collected by the charity on 15 December for 
delivery in good time for the festivities.

Taunton Christmas Present Appeal 
As in previous years, The Taunton office will be running the 
Christmas Tree Present Collection. The appeal is for children 
within Somerset who, for some reason or another, may need a 
little bit of extra sparkle at Christmas. Staff have been donating 
presents throughout the past three months and have raised a 
great collection. Thanks to all who contributed.



London office help Moat Tenants
Volunteers from the London office, in partnership with 
Business in the Community, hosted a training day for a group 
of Moat tenants who had been long term unemployed. 
Chimi Shakohoxha, Georgia Aggrey, Jenny McNeill and 
Gemma Garner participated in coaching sessions, inter 
alia to encourage better communication skills and interview 
techniques.  The day was a great success, helping the 
participants to gain confidence and give them better prospects 
in the job market.  Following the workshop, all of the residents 
who took part were able to achieve a work placement.

Gardening for St Mungo’s Broadway
Georgia Aggrey, Marie-Thérèse Groarke, Harriet Marsh and 
others from the London office used their CW volunteer day to 
help the London office Charity, St Mungo’s Broadway.  They 
worked hard to enhance a beautiful garden.  Their efforts were 
hugely appreciated and the garden looked great after their 
work.  The senior project worker was full of praise for their 
efforts, adding that such a garden “has a wonderful effect on 
peoples wellbeing and motivation”

ABLAZE 
A team of volunteers from the Bristol office attend weekly 
sessions with primary school children to act as reading 
buddies. The volunteers are paired with a child for the 
whole year and the scheme allows children to develop a 
relationship with their buddy.  This improves their reading and 
communication skills as well as their confidence. 

Envision
We continue our relationship with and support of Envision.  
This year various lawyers have used their volunteering time 
to mentor a team from a local school who are taking part in 
the community apprentice challenge.  The team are running a 
community project to provide life skills training in some of the 
poorest schools in Bristol including training regarding money 
management, bank accounts, and interview skills.  The initiative 
is supported by the Bristol Mayor George Ferguson and the 
mentoring programme lasts for almost a year.  The team being 
mentored by CW won the initial challenge to produce a film 
regarding their proposed project. 

Netball for Charity 
In August Helen Meyler from CW’s  London office encouraged 
a few colleagues to join her in a charity netball tournament.  
They also held a raffle in the London office and raised a total 
of £800 for Coppafeel, a charity set up to raise awareness of 
breast cancer in young women by a friend of Helen’s daughter 
who contracted breast cancer when only 21.

The Learning Ships Project 
This year, for the first time, we will be getting involved with the 
Learning Ships project. We need volunteers who can assist 
children in years 5 and 6 to build a cardboard boat to enter in 
the Harbourside Festival.  The volunteers are given help by the 
Engine Shed and local ship makers.  Over 700 children built 
100 boats in 2014.
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Your CSR Representatives

Birmingham
Mark Scotney 
0845 209 1066

Karen Freeman 
0845 209 1064

London
James Howard 
0845 209 1609

Bristol
Bonnie Martin 

0845 209 1416

Harriet Parker 

0845 209 1263

Community Day
We encourage all staff and partners to get 

involved with community or charitable  
initiatives, whether for our chosen charities or  

for other organisations.

To support this, the firm allows one day in 
each financial year to be taken as paid leave 
when spent on these initiatives - this is your 

Community Day.

The events mentioned in this update are only a small selection of our total  
CSR programme. For more details please have a look at the CSR pages on the 

intranet, speak to your local charity committee or Bonnie Martin.

Southampton
Fosia Solomou 
0845 209 1620

Georgia Harding 
0845 209 1426

Manchester
Emma Ramsden 
0845 209 1862

Taunton
Kate Gardner 
0845 209 1420

Hayley Eggleton 
0845 209 1504


